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The reply filed on 6/9/03 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because 
of the following omission(s) or matter(s): 

(1 ) The election of sub-species of 6/9/03 is inconsistent with the election of 
species of 4/1/03. On 6/9/03 applicant elected the species of Figure 3 and stated that 
claims 1 -21 and 48-54 are readable on the species of Figure 3. On 6/9/03 applicant 
elected a sub-species of Figure 3 and stated that claims 1-4, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16-21, 46, 
47, 51, 52, 55, 56, 60, 63-66, 70, and 88-91 are readable on this sub-species of Figure 
3. Clearly, the 6/9/03 statement of the claims readable on the species\sub-species of 
Figure 3 is inconsistent with the 4/1/03 election of the species of Figure 3. Applicant 
must now state with claims read on the species of Figure 3 that are restricted to 
the elected sub-species. 

And, 

(2) Applicant did not properly elect between the sub-species of securing means; 
ie., (1 ) vacuum or (2) magnetic. Applicant states that the examiner erred in not 
including a category "mechanical" as a securing means and cites paragraph {0012} in 
as support for this position. The examiner did not error in not including a category 
"mechanical" as a securing means. Applicant fails to understand that the election of 
sub-species of 5/7/03 was based not on sub-species disclosed in the specification, but 
rather, was properly based on the claimed sub-species of the securing means. No 
sub-species of "mechanical" securing means was claimed prior to the 5/7/03 election. 
Accordingly, it would not have been proper to include a non-claimed sub-species 
in the election requirement. Applicant is not permitted to subsequently alter the 
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species categories after the election requirement has been made. Applicant must 
now comply completely with the election requirement of 5/7/03 and elect a 
securing means as either (1) vacuum or (2) magnetic. 

See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, 
applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from. the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert C. Watson whose telephone number is 703 308- 
1747. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. , 5:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail III can be reached on 703 308-2687. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 
305-3579 for regular communications and 703 305-9835 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308- 
1148. 
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